We thought the insertion of an artificial denture an easy matter, and recommended the extraction of the sole remaining tooth. This was easily accomplished, without pain, by the employment of no other instrument than our fore finger.
A few moments- We examined the interior of the mouth with the greatest care, and found that on both sides of the jaw there were two large molars of the first dentition, which checked the evolution of the small molar of which there was only one on either side. On the right side, the first and second large molars were loose, while the molar of the first dentition was fixed. , Pressure on the diseased part forced out a considerable quantity of pus.
At first we thought the jaw diseased; but a very minute examination, repeated a second time, proved that the tumour was probably caused by the presence of the roots of a milk tooth lodged in the alveoli. The examination of these roots was very difficult, owing to the state of the parts.
We began by extracting one of the milk teeth, and with a view of dilating the opening and modifying the suppuration, we introduced cotton soaked with a solution of phenic acid, but without result. We then extracted the first large molar of the second dentition, which gave no relief. We now had recourse to small pellets of chloride of zinc which we introduced into the openings left by the extracted teeth.
After the application of these caustics at intervals of ten days, we had the satisfaction of seeing at the extremity of the orifice, a large molar of the first dentition without a crown. We easily removed it. The tumour soon disappeared and the patient was entirely cured.
